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Frequency Dictionary 

• Published in 2014 by Routledge 

• One of a series of frequency dictionaries 

• Book and CD-rom 

• Written in English; Dutch words  

translated 

• Top 5000 of Dutch words in  

the Netherlands and Belgium 

 

 



Frequency Dictionary 

• Based on a corpus of ca. 290.000.000 words 

• Spoken and written sources 

• Literature, newspapers and web 

• Example sentences automatically selected 
with Sketch Engine (GDEX; Good Dictionary 
EXamples) 

 

 



Frequency lists 



Thematic boxes 



Algemeen Nederlands 
Woordenboek (ANW) 

A Dictionary of Contemporary Dutch 

 

Tanneke Schoonheim: tanneke.schoonheim@inl.nl 



The ANW 

- synchronic scholarly dictionary of comtemporary  

 Dutch in Belgium and the Netherlands 

- describing words from 1970 onwards 

- only digitally available; no printed version 

- basic words and neologisms 

- semasiological and onomasiological 

- many information categories; much more  

 than just word meanings  



Editing ANW articles 

• Corpus in Sketch Engine 

• Dictionary Writing System  

• Online application 

 

   Screenshot toevoegen 

 



ANW Corpus 

• from 1970 onwards 

• more than 100.000.000 tokens, regularly updated 

• source material from the Netherlands, Belgium (and 
Surinam) 

• newspapers, web material, literature 

 

knvb.nl 

voedingscentrum.nl  

dieren.startpagina.nl   

http://kncb.nl/
http://www.voedingscentrum.nl/
http://dieren.startpagina.nl/


SketchEngine 



ANW in SketchEngine 

• concordances 

• word sketches 

• special features 

 

 

 

    



Concordance 



Word Sketch 



Special features 



Special features 



Dictionary Writing System 

All functionalities needed for writing dictionary entries 

 

 

 



Dictionary Writing System 

• corpus (Sketch Engine) 

• entry list with content management system 

• editorial guidelines and memos 

• other dictionaries and secundary sources 

• internet sources 

• editor 

 

 



Editor 

• in-house developed 

• written in Java 

• entries stored in MySQL database 

• entries link to other entries using persistent 
identifiers 

• builds the user interface from a xml-schema 

 



Linked to SketchEngine 



Copy examples 



Copy examples 



Entries 

partly edited entries (june 2014: ca. 14.000) 
• edited information on part of speech, spelling, 

abbreviation, pronunciation and use 
• links to concordances in corpus 
• links to information in other dictionaries 

 
fully edited entries (june 2014: ca. 15.000) 

• edited information on part of speech, spelling, 
abbreviation, pronunciation and use 

• edited information on word meanings, word 
combinations and collocations 

• edited example sentences 



Partly edited entry 



Fully edited entry 



Part of Speech 

noun; adjective; verb; adverb; preposition, etc. 

 

noun:  

• word type (appellative, proper name) 

• word gender (male, female, neuter or a combination)  

• article (de, het or both) 

• number (no singular, no plural, rare in singular, rare 
in plural) 

• word class (personal name; abstractum; collective 
noun, etc.) 



Part of Speech 

noun; adjective; verb; adverb; preposition, etc. 

 

verb: 

• function (auxiliary verb, intransitive verb) 

• syntactic class (transitive, intransitive, reflexive, or a 
combination) 

• flexion (weak, strong, irregular, or a combination) 

• auxiliary verb (hebben, zijn or both) 
 

 



Spelling 

official Dutch spelling; also for neologisms 

• 1 aprilgrap, e-fiets, facebooken 

 

abbreviation 

• 1 april.grap, e-fiets, face.boo.ken 

 

variants 

• 1 aprilgrap, eenaprilgrap 



Pronunciation 

amount of syllables 

position of the main stress 

way of pronunciation 

phonetic transcription 

 

cornedbeef 

• 3 syllables; stress on 2nd syllable 

• Dutch pronunciation [kɔrˈnɛtbif] 

  

 

 

 



Morphology 

types 

• simplex (hand, huis) 

• derivation (handig, huisje) 

• compound (handschoen, huissleutel)  

• … 

• acronym (aids, NATO) 

• blend (smirten, twitteratuur) 

• shortening (appen < whatsappen) 

  

 
  



Pragmatics 

• language variety (Dutch in Belgium, Dutch in the 
Netherlands, Dutch in Surinam) 

• style (formal, informal, vulgar, etc.) 

• attitude (ironic, sarcastic, offensive, etc.) 

• domain (law, politics, sport, etc.) 

• frequency in the ANW-corpus 

• time (archaic, neologism, etc.) 

• medium (spoken language, written language) 

 

 

 



Definitions 

• Analytical definitions 

• Short definitions 

• Semantic collocators 

• Remarks 

 

 

 



Definitions 

 

 

 



Lexical relations 

• hyperonymy/hyponymy  

 huis > gebouw; gebouw > huis 

• synonymy  

 fiets – rijwiel 

• antonymy 

 zwart – wit 

• andronym/feminym 

 boer – boerin; Bulgaar – Bulgaarse 

  

 



Semagram 

A semagram is a conceptual structure that describes a 
lexical concept on the basis of its characteristics 
 
• invented by Fons Moerdijk, former editor-in-chief 

ANW  
• presentation of word knowledge in a frame with 

slots and fillers 
 



Semagram 

• slots are conceptual elements naming characteristics 
and relations of words, e.g. colour, size, place, etc. 

• fillers are the data in the slots, e.g. is yellow, is big,  
     lives in a birds nest, etc. 
• part of the information can be encyclopaedic 
• particularly useful for nouns, but also for verbs  
     and adjectives 

 



 
Why semagrams? 

 
• There is often more relevant information on words 

than you can fit in a definition without making it 
unreadable for the dictionary user 

• The definition contains the prototypical lexical 
semantic information on the words, the semagram 
contains also other relevant information 

• Semagrams are well suited for electronic dictionaries 
such as the ANW, in which it is easy to search for 
specific information 
 

• The semagram helps to formulate the right 
definition  
 



Combinations 

Word combinations are well-known, rather 
conventional syntactic combinations of words. 
 
You understand a word combination because you know 
the meaning of the separate words that are part of it. 
 
• to go to the cinema 
• to make a decision 
• to drink beer 
• to smoke a cigarette 



Cigarette as object to a verb 

een sigaret aansteken; een sigaret opsteken; een 
sigaret roken; een sigaret oproken; een sigaret 
inhaleren; een sigaret doven; een sigaret uitdoven; 
een sigaret uitdrukken; een sigaret uitduwen; een 
sigaret uitmaken; een sigaret draaien; een sigaret 
rollen; een sigaret aanbieden; een sigaret krijgen; 
een sigaret nemen; een sigaret presenteren; een 
sigaret bietsen 

sigaretten halen; sigaretten kopen; sigaretten 
verkopen; sigaretten smokkelen 

 



Cigarette in other combinations 

Combinations with an adjective 
 een nieuwe sigaret; een verse sigaret; de laatste 

sigaret; zijn laatste sigaret; een Amerikaanse sigaret; 
een Egyptische sigaret; een Engelse sigaret; een 
Franse sigaret; een Turkse sigaret; Amerikaanse 
sigaretten; Egyptische sigaretten; Engelse sigaretten; 
Franse sigaretten; Turkse sigaretten; een dunne 
sigaret; een losse sigaret; een lichte sigaret; lichte 
sigaretten; de eeuwige sigaret; zijn eeuwige sigaret; 
gewone sigaretten; een halve sigaret 

Combinations with a substantive 
 een pakje sigaretten; een slof sigaretten; een paar 

sigaretten 
 



Collocations 

Fixed idiomatic word groups, often in figurative speech 

Sometimes a few words, sometimes formula-like 
sentences 

The meaning  of the collocation is not (easy) to deduct 
from the separate parts of it. 

 

• klein bier ‘nothing important; nothing to worry 
about’ 

• eerste viool ‘leading violinist in an orchestra’ 

• gele trui ‘jersey of the leader in the Tour de France’ 
 

 

 



Collocation gele trui 



Word family 

Word formations of which the headword is one of the 
elements. 

 

• Derivations  

• Compounds 

• Others 
 

  



Word family of azijn ‘vinegar’ 



Examples 

• Example sentences illustrate the meaning of an entry 

• Taken from the corpus via the SketchEngine 

• If necessary taken from the internet, e.g. neologisms 

• Inserted bij the lexicographers 

• Corrected by the lexicographical assistents 

  

• Multiple examples per entry 

• Multiple examples per meaning 

• At least one example per collocation 
  



Examples in the SketchEngine 



Examples in the ANW editor 



Hypermedia 

Sometimes it is difficult to capture a concept in words.  

Images and sounds support the definition in the ANW 

 

• pictures 

• sounds 

• movie clips 

 



Hypermedia 



Etymology 

ANW is a synchronic dictionary.  

ANW lexicographers don’t write new etymologies. 

 

Etymological information in the ANW: 

• link to www.etymologiebank.nl  

• neologisms: information on first appearance, reason 
of introduction, inventor of the word, motive for the 
word, etc. 

http://www.etymologiebank.nl/


Data analysis flow 

Lexicographic Assistants: check automatically compiled 
information, grammatical information, word family       

Lexicographers: add word class, definition, word relations, 
combinations, collocations and examples         

Lexicographic Assistants: check data and examples, add 
multimedia         

Editor in chief/project manager: proofreading            

Lexicographers: add corrections     

Lexicographic Assistants: check multimedia    

Editor in chief/project manager: final check 

 GO ONLINE 



The online application 

 

 

 

 

http://anw.inl.nl  

 

 

http://anw.inl.nl/
http://anw.inl.nl/
http://anw.inl.nl/
http://anw.inl.nl/
http://anw.inl.nl/


Technical information 

• The application is written in Java. The user interface 
consists of HTML, CSS en Javascript/ECMAScript. 

• The application uses components of the Apache 
Software Foundation, e.g. Tomcat, Lucene, Xalan, 
Log4J en Velocity.  

• The application uses MySQL as database.  

• For the application a querytaal called FunQY was 
developed.  

• The application is tested under Explorer 6-8, Firefox 3 
and Safari 4.  

      



Word  Meaning 



Meaning  Word 



Features  Word 



Find examples 



Neologisms 



Neologisms 



Help and Information  



Logfile analysis 

Logfiles  from 12/2009 

 

 

 

Google Analytics from 4/2012 

 



Period: 12/2009 – 3/2013 

• Number of pageviews:    ± 2,088,000  

• Number of searches:     ± 236,000 

• Number of unique IP-addresses:  ± 591,000 

• Number of sessions:    ± 857,000 
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Google! 

Bing! 

Robots 



Used browsers 
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Internet Explorer
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Firefox

Opera
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http://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=tablet&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=d3YXoSagKdFupM&tbnid=Qg-pcrM6RV8cGM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.wehkamp.nl/computer-telecom/ipad-tablets/android-tablet/C31_6F0_FG2/&ei=KcdKUYSGBYWs0QWbkoHoAg&bvm=bv.44158598,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNF_uslc-cnDHp36YSjW3JuImNxQ0Q&ust=1363941522926921
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Users by country 
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Pageviews per session 
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Entries viewed per session 
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Searches per session 
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Don’t look at help 
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I was hired 
to lead, not 

to read! 

I have a PHD, 
I don’t need 

help. 

I’m just 
really 

stubborn. 

I didn’t spot the 
big, red, flashing 

“Help” link! 

I love curling up 
with hot cocoa 

and a thick 
manual! 

Oooh, 
shiny! 

50 : 1 



When is the ANW used? 
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Searching the ANW 
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Word > Meaning top 30 - 2012 
1. b*r 

2. bi?r* 

3. googelen 

4. sterrenkind 

5. proactief 

6. ook niet 

7. grexit 

8. Stool 

9. schermtijd 

10. verstarring 

11. y 

12. Qaidastrijder 

13. koe 

14. Q 

15. balen 

16. q 

17. opportuun 

18. voorproefje 

19. yammeraar 

20. pandapunten 

21. aardhommel 

22. huis 

23. hybridekameel 

24. mogelijkheid 

25. hond 

26. lolbroekerij 

27. boek 

28. algemeen 

29. waarheidsgetrouw 

30. aap 
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Features > Words top searches 2012 
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• Time:     neologism 

• Language variety:   (mainly) in Belgium 

• Pronunciation manner:  German 

• Origin:     loanword 

 

 



Conclusions after logfile analysis 

• We should try to accommodate both older browsers 
and modern mobile devices 

• Security matters. 

• Search engine optimization and strategic 
partnerships with popular sites are the most 
promising way of increasing traffic. 

• We only have a short time to ‘hook’ our users. The 
interface should be self-explanatory and engaging. 

 

 



Some publications on the ANW 

Tanneke Schoonheim and Rob Tempelaars (2010), 
'Dutch Lexicography in Progress, The Algemeen 
Nederlands Woordenboek (ANW)'. In: Anne Dykstra 
and Tanneke Schoonheim (eds.), Proceedings of the XIV 
Euralex International Congress. Ljouwert. 
http://www.euralex.org/elx_proceedings/Euralex2010/
059_Euralex_2010_3_SCHOONHEIM 
TEMPELAARS_Dutch Lexicography in Progress_the 
Algemeen Nederlands Woordenboek_ANW.pdf  

 

http://www.euralex.org/elx_proceedings/Euralex2010/059_Euralex_2010_3_SCHOONHEIM TEMPELAARS_Dutch Lexicography in Progress_the Algemeen Nederlands Woordenboek_ANW.pdf
http://www.euralex.org/elx_proceedings/Euralex2010/059_Euralex_2010_3_SCHOONHEIM TEMPELAARS_Dutch Lexicography in Progress_the Algemeen Nederlands Woordenboek_ANW.pdf
http://www.euralex.org/elx_proceedings/Euralex2010/059_Euralex_2010_3_SCHOONHEIM TEMPELAARS_Dutch Lexicography in Progress_the Algemeen Nederlands Woordenboek_ANW.pdf
http://www.euralex.org/elx_proceedings/Euralex2010/059_Euralex_2010_3_SCHOONHEIM TEMPELAARS_Dutch Lexicography in Progress_the Algemeen Nederlands Woordenboek_ANW.pdf


Some publications on the ANW 

Jan Niestadt (2009), 'De ANW-artikeleditor: software 
als strategie', in: E. Beijk, e.a. (red.), Fons verborum. 
Leiden/Amsterdam, pp. 215-222. 
www.inl.nl/images/stories/onderzoek_en_onderwijs/p
ublicaties/fonsverborum2009/niestadt.pdf  

Carole Tiberius en Adam Kilgarriff (2009), 'The Sketch 
Engine for Dutch with the ANW corpus', in: E. Beijk e.a. 
(red.), Fons verborum. Leiden/Amsterdam, pp. 237-255. 
www.inl.nl/images/stories/onderzoek_en_onderwijs/p
ublicaties/fonsverborum2009/tiberius_kilgarriff.pdf  

 

http://www.inl.nl/images/stories/onderzoek_en_onderwijs/publicaties/fonsverborum2009/niestadt.pdf
http://www.inl.nl/images/stories/onderzoek_en_onderwijs/publicaties/fonsverborum2009/niestadt.pdf
http://www.inl.nl/images/stories/onderzoek_en_onderwijs/publicaties/fonsverborum2009/tiberius_kilgarriff.pdf
http://www.inl.nl/images/stories/onderzoek_en_onderwijs/publicaties/fonsverborum2009/tiberius_kilgarriff.pdf

